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UNC System moves classes 
online as coronavirus spreads 


Governor 
says more 
virus test 
supplies 
needed 


BY HANNAH SMOOT AND 
LAUREN LINDSTROM 


hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 
llindstrom@charlotteobserver.com 


North Carolina has not yet 
received all of the novel coro- 
navirus testing supplies it 
needs from the CDC to con- 
tinue testing in the way it 
wants, Gov. Roy Cooper said 
Wednesday. 

Cooper 
spoke in Char- 
lotte after 
| meeting with 
| business and 
health care 
leaders one 


Gov. Roy day after de- 
Cooper claring a state 
of emergency 


in North Carolina over the 
new coronavirus. 

Officials continue to deal 
with the spread of 
COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the new strain of 
coronavirus. 

“All of our lives are going 
to change in some way” be- 
cause of the virus, Cooper 
said. “This is a fluid and 
evolving situation.” 

Mecklenburg County has 
not confirmed any cases of 
COVID-19, or coronavirus 
disease 2019, in the Char- 
lotte area, officials said. To 
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CHRIS SEWARD cseward@newsobserver.com 


College students in the UNC System, like these on the N.C. State campus in 2016, will be taking classes online or remotely starting March 23. 


The move is to encourage greater ‘social distancing’ to battle outbreak 


BY KATE MURPHY 
kamurphy@newsobserver.com 


All UNC System institutions 
are moving their students on- 
line and out of the classroom as 
coronavirus continues to 
spread. 

In messages Wednesday 
afternoon, UNC Chapel Hill 
and N.C. State University said 
they are extending spring break 
for students until Sunday, 
March 22 and then will start 
online or remote instruction on 
Monday, March 23. 


Both universities encouraged 
students to stay off campus, but 
residence and dining halls, 
libraries and campus health 
facilities will remain open for 
those who are still on campus or 
need to return. 

The move was made to “en- 
courage greater ‘social dis- 
tancing’ and mitigate the spread 
of the virus,” according to the 
letter from UNC-CH Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz and Provost 
Robert Blouin. 

UNC-CH staff, academic 
leaders, and information tech- 
nology specialists have a web- 


site with resources to help 
faculty and instructors make the 
switch to online classes. 

“There is no set end date to 
this new arrangement,” the 
message from Guskiewicz and 
Blouin said. “We will constantly 
revisit and reevaluate our pol- 
icies as the situation around 
COVID-19 evolves. Our hope is 
that we, like so many communi- 
ties, can return to normalcy as 
soon as possible, but we must 
plan for digital operations 
through the remainder of the 
semester, if necessary.” 

The UNC System also an- 


nounced Wednesday that all of 
its institutions — from Charlotte 
to Boone, Greenville to Wil- 
mington — will “transition from 
in-person instruction to a sys- 
tem of alternative course deliv- 
ery, where possible and practi- 
cal, no later than March 20.” 
The goal is to “maximize flex- 
ibility in how we deliver educa- 
tion in order to limit the poten- 
tial impact of the coronavirus at 
our institutions.” 

The system said those courses 
also will begin on Monday, 
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Former Wells Fargo board 
members savaged by Congress 


BY AUSTIN WEINSTEIN 
aweinstein@charlotteobserver.com 


Two former board members 
of Wells Fargo, Elizabeth “Be- 
tsy” Duke and James Quigley, 
faced bipartisan criticism from 
the members of the House Fi- 
nancial Services Committee in a 
Tuesday hearing, the latest in a 


long series of Congressional 
castigations of the bank. 

The chair of the committee, 
Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif., 
had asked for the pair to resign 
after the release of a report by 
the panel’s Democrats last week 
which found that Wells Fargo’s 
board had failed to do proper 
oversight of the bank. 

For over a decade, Wells Far- 


go engaged in widespread sales 
misconduct, most prominently 
creating millions of fake ac- 
counts in customers’ names 
without their consent. Current- 
ly, the bank is restricted from 
growing past its 2017 size by the 
Federal Reserve as punishment 
for the practices. 


US House of Representatives 


Former Wells Fargo board members Elizabeth “Betsy” Duke and 
James Quigley faced bipartisan criticism from members of the House 
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